
Chapter 8 

M U T U A L A I D A M O N G S T O U R S E L V E S 

(continued) 

L a b o u r u n i o n s g r o w n after the d e s t r u c t i o n o f the g u i l d s b y the 

S t a t e . — T h e i r s t r u g g l e s . - M u t u a l a i d in s t r i k e s . — C o o p e r a t i o n . — 

F r e e a s s o c i a t i o n s for v a r i o u s p u r p o s e s . - Se l f - sac r i f i ce . - C o u n t ­

less soc ie t i e s fo r c o m b i n e d a c t i o n u n d e r all p o s s i b l e a s p e c t s . -

M u t u a l a id in s l um- l i f e . - P e r s o n a l a id . 

W H E N we examine the everyday life o f the rural popula t ions of 

Europe , we find that, notwithstanding all that has been done in 

modern States for the destruction of the v i l lage communi ty , the life 

of the peasants remains honeycombed with habi ts and cus toms of 

mutual aid and suppor t ; that important ves t iges of the communa l 

possess ion of the soil are still retained; and that, as soon as the legal 

obstacles to rural associat ion were lately removed , a network of 

free unions for all sor ts of economical pu rposes rapidly spread 

a m o n g the peasants - the tendency of this y o u n g movement be ing 

to reconstitute s o m e sort of union similar to the v i l lage communi ty 

of old. Such being the conclus ions arrived at in the preceding 

chapter, we have n o w to consider , what inst i tut ions for mutual 

support can be found at the present t ime a m o n g s t the industrial 

populat ions . 

F o r the last three hundred years , the condi t ions for the g rowth 

of such institutions have been as unfavourable in the towns as they 

have been in the v i l lages . It is well known, indeed, that when the 

medieval cities were subdued in the sixteenth century by g r o w i n g 

military States, all institutions which kept the artisans, the masters 

and the merchants together in the gu i lds and the cities were violent ly 

destroyed. T h e self-government and the self-jurisdiction of bo th 

the gui ld and the city were abo l i shed ; the oath of al legiance b e ­

tween gui ld-brothers became an act of felony towards the S ta t e ; 

the propert ies of the gu i lds were confiscated in the s a m e w a y as the 

lands of the vi l lage communi t i es ; and the inner and technical 
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organizat ion of each trade was taken in hand by the State. L a w s , 

g radua l ly g r o w i n g in severity, were passed to prevent artisans from 

combin ing in any way . F o r a t ime, s o m e shadows of the old gui lds 

were tolerated: merchants ' gu i lds were a l lowed to exist under the 

condi t ion of freely grant ing subsidies to the k ings , and some artisan 

gu i lds were kept in existence as o rgans of administration. S o m e of 

them still d r a g on their meaningless existence. But what formerly 

was the vital force of medieval life and industry has long since 

disappeared under the crushing weight of the centralized State. 

In Great Britain, which m a y be taken as the best illustration of 

the industrial po l icy of the modern Sta tes , we see the Parliament 

beg inning the destruct ion of the gu i lds as early as the fifteenth 

century; but it was especial ly in the next century that decisive 

measures were taken. Henry the E igh th not only ruined the organi­

zation of the gu i lds , but also confiscated their properties, with even 

less excuse and manners , as T o u l m i n Smi th wrote , than he had 

p roduced for confiscating the estates of the monaster ies . 1 E d w a r d 

the Six th comple ted his w o r k , 2 and already in the second part of the 

sixteenth century we find the Parl iament settl ing all the disputes 

between craftsmen and merchants , which formerly were settled in 

each city separately. T h e Parl iament and the k ing not only legis­

lated in all such contests , but , keeping in v iew the interests of the 

C r o w n in the expor ts , they soon began to determine the number of 

apprentices in each trade and minutely to regulate the very technics 

of each fabrication - the weights of the stuffs, the number of threads 

in the yard of cloth and the like. Wi th little success , i t must be 

s a id ; because contests and technical difficulties which were arranged 

for centuries in success ion by agreement between closely inter­

dependent gu i lds and federated cities lay entirely beyond the 

powers of the centralized Sta te . T h e continual interference of its 

officials paralysed the t rades, b r inging mos t of them to a complete 

1. T o u l m i n Smith, English Guilds, L o n d o n , 1 8 7 0 , Introd., p. xliii. 
2. T h e Act of E d w a r d the Sixth - the first of his reign - ordered to hand 

over to the C r o w n 'al l fraternities, brotherhoods and gui lds being within the 
realm of Eng land and Wales and other of the k ing ' s dominions ; and all 
manors , lands, tenements, and other hereditaments be longing to them or any 
of t hem ' (English Guilds, Introd., p. xliii). S e e a lso Ochenkowski ' s Englands 
wirthschaftliche Entwickelung im Ausgange des Mittelalters, Jena , 1 8 7 9 , chapters 
i i - v . 
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decay ; and the last century economis t s , when they rose agains t the 

State regulation of industries, only ventilated a widely felt d i s ­

content. T h e aboli t ion of that interference by the French R e v o ­

lution was greeted as an act of liberation, and the example of France 

was soon followed elsewhere. 

With the regulation of w a g e s the State had no better success . In 

the medieval cities, when the distinction between masters and 

apprentices or journeymen became more and m o r e apparent in the 

fifteenth century, unions of apprentices (Gesellenverbande), o c ­

casionally a s suming an international character, were o p p o s e d to the 

unions of masters and merchants. N o w i t was the State which under­

took to settle their griefs, and under the Elizabethan Statute of 1563 

the Just ices of Peace had to settle the w a g e s , so as to guarantee a 

' convenient ' l ivelihood to journeymen and apprentices. T h e 

Jus t ices , however , p roved helpless to conciliate the conflicting 

interests, and still less to compel the masters to obey their decis ions . 

T h e law gradual ly became a dead letter, and was repealed by the 

end of the eighteenth century. But while the State thus abandoned 

the function of regulat ing wages , i t continued severely to prohibi t 

all combinat ions which were entered upon by journeymen and 

workers in order to raise their wages , or to keep them at a certain 

level. A l l through the eighteenth century i t legislated agains t the 

workers ' unions, and in 1799 it finally prohibited all sor ts of c o m b i ­

nations, under the menace of severe punishments . In fact, the 

British Parliament only fol lowed in this case the example of the 

French Revolut ionary Convent ion , which had issued a draconic 

law against coalit ions of workers - coal i t ions between a number of 

citizens being considered as at tempts against the sovere ign ty of the 

State , which was supposed equal ly to protect all its subjects . T h e 

work of destruction of the medieval unions was thus comple ted . 

Bo th in the town and in the v i l lage the State reigned over loose 

aggregat ions of individuals , and was ready to prevent by the 

most stringent measures the reconstitution of any sort of separate 

unions a m o n g them. T h e s e were, then, the condi t ions under which 

the mutual-aid tendency had to m a k e its w a y in the nineteenth 

century. 

Need it be said that no such measures could des t roy that ten­

dency? T h r o u g h o u t the eighteenth century, the workers ' unions 
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were continually reconst i tuted. 3 N o r were they s topped by the 

cruel prosecut ions which t o o k place under the laws of 1797 and 

1799. E v e r y flaw in supervis ion, every delay of the masters in 

denouncing the unions was taken advantage of. Under the cover of 

friendly societies, burial c lubs , or secret brotherhoods, the unions 

spread in the textile industries, a m o n g the Sheffield cutlers, the 

miners , and v i g o r o u s federal organizat ions were formed to support 

the branches dur ing strikes and p rosecu t ions . 1 

T h e repeal of the Combina t ion L a w s in 1825 gave a new impulse 

to the movement . Un ions and national federations were formed in 

all t r ades ; 5 and when Rober t O w e n started his Grand Nat ional 

Consol ida ted T r a d e s ' Un ion , i t mustered half a mill ion members 

in a few months . T r u e that this per iod of relative liberty did not 

last long . Prosecut ion began anew in the thirties, and the well-

known ferocious condemnat ions o f 1832-44 fol lowed. T h e Grand 

Nat ional Union was d isbanded, and all over the country, both the 

private employers and the Governmen t in its own workshops began 

to compel the workers to resign all connection with unions, and to 

s ign ' the D o c u m e n t ' to that effect. Unionis t s were prosecuted 

wholesale under the Master and Servant A c t - workers being 

summar i ly arrested and condemned upon a mere complaint of mis ­

behaviour l odged by the master . 6 S t r ikes were suppressed in an 

autocrat ic way , and the m o s t as tounding condemnat ions t o o k place 

for merely hav ing announced a strike or acted as a delegate in it -

to say nothing of the mili tary suppress ion of strike riots, nor of the 

condemnat ions which fol lowed the frequent outburs ts of acts of 

violence. To pract ise mutual suppor t under such circumstances 

was anything but an easy task. A n d yet, notwithstanding all o b -

3. See Sidney and Beatrice W e b b , History of Trade-Unionism, London , 
1894, pp . 2 1 - 3 8 . 

4. See in S idney W e b b ' s work the associations which existed at that time. 
T h e L o n d o n artisans are supposed to have never been better organized than 
in 1810-20 . 

5 . T h e National Associat ion for the Protection of Labour included about 
150 separate unions, which paid high levies, and had a membership of about 
100,000. T h e Bui lders ' Union and the Miners ' Unions also were big organi­
zations ( W e b b , op . cit., p . 107). 

6. I follow in this Mr W e b b ' s work , which is replete with documents to 
confirm his statements. 
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s t acks , of which our own generat ion hardly can have an idea, the 

revival of the unions began again in 1841, and the amalgamat ion of 

the workers has been steadily cont inued s ince. After a l o n g fight, 

which lasted for over a hundred years , the right of combin ing 

together was conquered, and at the present t ime nearly one fourth 

part of the regularly employed workers , i .e. abou t 1,500,000, be long 

to trade un ions . 7 

As to the other European Sta tes , sufficient to say that up to a 

very recent date , all sor ts of unions were prosecuted as conspi rac ies ; 

and that nevertheless they exist everywhere , even though they 

must often take the form of secret socie t ies ; while the extension and 

the force of labour organizat ions , and especial ly of the K n i g h t s of 

Labour , in the United States and in Be lg ium, have been sufficiently 

illustrated by strikes in the nineties. I t must , however , be borne in 

mind that, prosecut ion apart , the mere fact of be long ing to a labour 

union implies considerable sacrifices in money , in t ime, and in un­

paid work, and continually implies the risk of los ing employment 

for the mere fact of be ing a unionis t . 8 The re i s , moreover , the 

strike, which a unionist has continually to face; and the g r im reality 

of a strike is, that the limited credit of a worker ' s family at the 

baker ' s and the pawnbroker ' s is soon exhausted, the s t r ike-pay g o e s 

not far even for food , and hunger is soon written on the children's 

faces. F o r one who l ives in c lose contact with workers , a protracted 

7. Great changes have taken place since the forties in the attitude of the 

richer classes towards the unions. However , even in the sixties, the employers 

made a formidable concerted attempt to crush them by locking out whole 

populations. Up to 1869 the simple agreement to strike, and the announce­

ment of a strike by placards, to say nothing of picketing, were often punished 

as intimidation. Only in 1875 the Master and Servant Ac t was repealed, peace­

ful picketing was permitted, and 'v iolence and intimidation' during strikes fell 

into the domain of common law. Ye t , even during the dock-labourers ' strike 

in 1887, relief money had to be spent for fighting before the Cour t s for the 

right of picketing, while the prosecutions of the last few years menace once 

more to render the conquered r ights i l lusory. 

8 . A weekly contribution of 6d. out of an 18s . w a g e , or of i s . out of 25s . , 

means much more than £9 out of a £ 3 0 0 income: i t i s most ly taken upon food; 

and the levy is soon doubled when a strike is declared in a brother union. T h e 

graphic description of trade-union life, by a skilled craftsman, published by 

Mr and Mrs W e b b (pp . 431 ff . ) , g ives an excellent idea of the amount of work 

required from a unionist. 
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strike is the mos t heartrending s igh t ; while what a strike meant 

forty years a g o in this country, and still means in all but the 

wealthiest parts of the continent, can easi ly be conceived. C o n ­

tinually, even now, strikes will end with the total ruin and the 

forced emigrat ion of whole popula t ions , while the shoot ing down 

of str ikers on the sl ightest p rovoca t ion , or even without any 

p rovoca t ion , 9 is quite habitual still on the continent. 

A n d yet , every year there are thousands of strikes and lock-outs 

in E u r o p e and Amer i ca — the mos t severe and protracted contests 

be ing , as a rule, the so-cal led ' sympa thy s t r ikes ' , which are entered 

upon to suppor t locked-out comrades or to maintain the rights of 

the unions . A n d while a por t ion of the Press is prone to explain 

strikes by ' in t imida t ion ' , those who have l ived a m o n g strikers 

speak with admirat ion of the mutual aid and suppor t which are 

constant ly practised by them. E v e r y one has heard of the colossal 

amount of w o r k which was done -by volunteer workers for o rgan­

izing relief dur ing the L o n d o n dock- labourers ' s t r ike ; of the miners 

who , after having themselves been idle for many weeks , paid a levy 

of four shi l l ings a week to the str ike fund when they resumed w o r k ; 

of the miner w i d o w who , dur ing the Yorksh i re labour war of 1894, 

b rough t her husband ' s l i fe-savings to the str ike-fund; of the last 

loaf of bread being a lways shared with ne ighbours ; of the Rads tock 

miners , favoured with larger ki tchen-gardens , who invited four 

hundred Bris tol miners to take their share of cabbage and potatoes , 

and so on. A l l newspaper correspondents , dur ing the great strike 

of miners in Yorksh i re in 1894, knew heaps of such facts, a l though 

not all of them could report such ' i r re levant ' matters to their 

respective p a p e r s . 1 0 

Union i sm is not, however , the only form in which the worker ' s 

need of mutual suppor t finds its express ion. The re are, besides, the 

polit ical associa t ions , w h o s e activity many workers consider as 

m o r e conduc ive to general welfare than the trade-unions, limited as 

9. See the debates upon the strikes of Falkenau in Austria before the 

Austr ian Reichs tag on 10 May 1894 in which debates the fact is fully recog­

nized by the Ministry and the owner of the colliery. A l s o the English Press 

of that time. 

1 0 . Many such facts will be found in the Daily Chronicle and partly the 

Daily News for October and N o v e m b e r 1894 . 
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they are now in their purposes . Of course the mere fact of be longing 

to a political body cannot be taken as a manifestation of the mutual -

aid tendency. We all know that polit ics are the field in which the 

purely egotist ic elements of society enter into the mos t entangled 

combinations with altruistic aspirat ions. But every experienced 

politician knows that all great political movemen t s were fought 

upon large and often distant issues, and that those of them were the 

strongest which p rovoked most disinterested enthusiasm. Al l great 

historical movements have had this character, and for our own 

generation Socia l i sm stands in that case. ' P a i d ag i t a to r s ' i s , no 

doubt , the favourite refrain of those who k n o w nothing about it. 

T h e truth, however, is that — to speak only of what I k n o w per­

sonally — if I had kept a diary for the last twenty-four years and 

inscribed in it all the devot ion and self-sacrifice which I came across 

in the Socialist movement , the reader of such a diary would have 

had the word ' h e r o i s m ' constantly on his l ips. But the men I wou ld 

have spoken of were not heroes ; they were average men, inspired 

by a grand idea. Eve ry Social is t newspaper - and there are hundreds 

of them in E u r o p e alone - has the same history of years of sacrifice 

without any hope of reward, and, in the overwhelming majori ty of 

cases, even without any personal ambit ion. I have seen families 

l iving without knowing what wou ld be their food tomor row, the 

husband boycot ted all round in his little town for his part in the 

paper, and the wife suppor t ing the family by sewing, and such a 

situation lasting for years , until the family wou ld retire, without a 

word of reproach, s imply say ing : ' C o n t i n u e ; we can hold on no 

m o r e ! ' I have seen men, dy ing from consumpt ion , and k n o w i n g it, 

and yet knocking about in snow and fog to prepare meet ings , 

speaking at meetings within a few weeks from death, and only then 

retiring to the hospital with the w o r d s : ' N o w , friends, I am d o n e ; 

the doctors say I have but a few weeks to l ive. Te l l the comrades 

that I shall be happy if they come to see me. ' I have seen facts which 

would be described as ' ideal iza t ion ' if I told them in this p lace ; and 

the very names of these men, hardly known outs ide a narrow circle 

of friends, will soon be forgotten when the friends, too , have passed 

away. In fact, I don ' t know myse l f which mos t to admire, the 

unbounded devot ion of these few, or the sum total of petty acts of 

devotion of the great number . E v e r y quire of a penny paper so ld , 
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every meeting, every hundred votes which are won at a Socialist 

election, represent an amount of energy and sacrifices of which no 

outsider has the faintest idea. A n d what is now done by Social ists 

has been done in every popular and advanced party, political and 

rel igious, in the past. Al l past p rogress has been promoted by like 

men and by a like devot ion. 

Coopera t ion , especial ly in Britain, is often described as ' joint-

s tock ind iv idua l i sm ' ; and such as it is now, it undoubtedly tends to 

breed a cooperat ive ego t i sm, not only towards the communi ty at 

large, but a lso a m o n g the coopera tors themselves. I t is , neverthe­

less, certain that at its or igin the movement had an essentially 

mutual-aid character. Even now, its most ardent promoters are 

persuaded that cooperat ion leads mankind to a higher harmonic 

s tage of economical relations, and it is not possible to stay in some 

of the s t rongholds of cooperat ion in the Nor th without realizing 

that the great number of the rank and file hold the same opinion. 

Most of them would lose interest in the movement if that faith were 

g o n e ; and it must be owned that within the last few years broader 

ideals of general welfare and of the producers ' solidarity have begun 

to be current a m o n g the coopera tors . There is undoubtedly now a 

tendency towards establishing better relations between the owners 

of the coopera t ive workshops and the workers . 

T h e importance of cooperat ion in this country, in Holland and 

in D e n m a r k is well k n o w n ; while in Germany , and especially on 

the Rhine , the cooperat ive societies are already an important factor 

of industrial l i f e . 1 1 I t is , however , Russ i a which offers perhaps the 

best field for the s tudy of cooperat ion under an infinite variety of 

aspects . In Russ i a , it is a natural g rowth , an inheritance from the 

middle a g e s ; and while a formally established cooperat ive society 

would have to cope with many legal difficulties and official sus ­

picion, the informal cooperat ion — the artel — makes the very sub­

stance of Russ ian peasant life. T h e history o f ' t h e making of R u s s i a ' 

and of the colonization of Siberia , is a history of the hunting and 

trading artels or gu i lds , fol lowed by v i l lage communit ies , and at the 

11. T h e 31,473 productive and consumers ' associations on the Middle Rhine 

showed, about 1890, a yearly expenditure of £ 1 8 , 4 3 7 , 5 0 0 ; £3 ,675 ,000 were 

granted during the year in loans. 
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ten to fifty peasants who come from the same vi l lage to w o r k at a 

factory, in all the bui ld ing trades, a m o n g fishermen and hunters, 

a m o n g convicts on their w a y to and in Siber ia , a m o n g rai lway 

porters, Exchange messengers , C u s t o m s H o u s e labourers , every­

where in the v i l lage industries, which g ive occupat ion to 7,000,000 

men — from top to bo t tom of the work ing wor ld , permanent and 

temporary, for product ion and consumpt ion under all poss ib le 

aspects. Until now, many of the f ishing-grounds on the tributaries 

of the Caspian Sea are held by immense artels, the Ural river be ­

longing to the whole of the Ural C o s s a c k s , who allot and reallot the 

fishing-grounds - perhaps the richest in the wor ld - a m o n g the 

vi l lages, without any interference of the authorities. F i sh ing is 

always made by artels in the Ural , the V o l g a and all the lakes of 

Northern Russ ia . Besides these permanent organizat ions , there are 

the s imply countless temporary artels, consti tuted for each special 

purpose . When ten or twenty peasants come from some locality to 

a b ig town, to work as weavers , carpenters, masons , boat-bui lders , 

and so on, they a lways consti tute an artel. T h e y hire r o o m s , hire a 

cook (very often the wife of one of them acts in this capaci ty) , elect 

an elder, and take their meals in c o m m o n , each one pay ing his share 

for food and lodg ing to the artel. A party of convicts on its w a y to 

Siberia always does the same, and its elected elder is the officially 

recognized intermediary between the convicts and the military 

chief of the party. In the hard- labour pr isons they have the same 

organization. T h e railway porters , the messengers at the Exchange , 

the workers at the C u s t o m s H o u s e , the town messengers in the 

capitals, who are collectively responsible for each member , enjoy 

such a reputation that any amount of money or bank-notes is 

trusted to the artel-member by the merchants . In the bu i ld ing 

trades, artels of from 10 to 200 members are fo rmed; and the ser ious 

builders and railway contractors a lways prefer to deal with an artel 

than with separately hired workers . T h e last a t tempts of the Minis­

try of W a r to deal directly with product ive artels, formed ad hoc in 

the domest ic trades, and to g i v e them orders for b o o t s and all sor ts 

of brass and iron g o o d s , are described as mos t sat isfactory; while 

the renting of a C r o w n iron w o r k (Votkinsk) to an artel of worker s , 

which took place seven or eight years a g o , has been a decided success . 

231 
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We can thus see in Russ i a h o w the old medieval institution, 

hav ing not been interfered with by the State (in its informal mani­

festat ions) , has fully survived until now, and takes the greatest 

variety of forms in accordance with the requirements of modern 

industry and commerce . As to the Balkan peninsula, the Turk i sh 

Empi r e and Caucas ia , the old gui lds are maintained there in full. 

T h e esnafs of Servia have fully preserved their medieval character; 

they include both masters and journeymen, regulate the trades, and 

are institutions for mutual suppor t in labour and s i cknes s ; 1 2 while 

the amkari of Caucas ia , and especially at Tiflis, add to these func­

tions a considerable influence in municipal l i fe . 1 3 

In connection with cooperat ion, I ough t perhaps to mention also 

the friendly societies, the unities of odd-fe l lows, the vi l lage and 

town clubs organized for meet ing the doctors ' bills, the dress and 

burial c lubs, the small clubs very c o m m o n a m o n g factory gir ls , to 

which they contr ibute a few pence every week, and afterwards 

draw by lot the sum of one pound , which can at least be used for 

s o m e substantial purchase, and many others. A not inconsiderable 

amount of sociable or jovial spirit is al ive in all such societies and 

c lubs , even though the 'credi t and debi t ' of each member are 

closely watched over. But there are so many associat ions based on 

the readiness to sacrifice t ime, health and life if required, that we 

can produce numbers of i l lustrations of the best forms of mutual 

suppor t . 

T h e Lifeboat Assoc ia t ion in this country, and similar institutions 

on the Continent , must be mentioned in the first place. T h e former 

has n o w over three hundred boats a long the coasts of these isles, 

and i t wou ld have twice as many were i t not for the pover ty of the 

fishermen, w h o cannot afford to b u y lifeboats. T h e crews consist , 

however , of volunteers , whose readiness to sacrifice their lives for 

the rescue of absolute s t rangers to them is put every year to a severe 

tes t ; every winter the loss of several of the bravest a m o n g them 

stands on record. A n d i f we ask these men what m o v e s them to risk 

1 2 . British Consular Repor t , Apri l 1889. 

1 3 . A capital research on this subject has been published in Russian in the 

Zapiski (Memoirs) of the Caucasian Geographical Society, vol . v i , 2, Tiflis, 

1 8 9 1 , b y C . EgiazarofF. 
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their l ives, even when there is no reasonable chance of success , 

their answer is something on the fo l lowing lines. A fearful snow­

storm, b lowing across the Channel , raged on the f lat , sandy coast 

of a tiny vi l lage in Ken t , and a small smack, laden with oranges , 

stranded on the sands near by . In these shal low waters only a flat-

bot tomed lifeboat of a simplified type can be kept , and to launch it 

during such a s torm was to face an a lmost certain disaster. A n d yet 

the men went out , fought for hours against the wind, and the boat 

capsized twice. O n e man was drowned, the others were cast ashore . 

One of these last, a refined coas tguard , was found next morn ing , 

badly bruised and half frozen in the snow. I asked him, how they 

came to make that desperate at tempt? T don ' t k n o w m y s e l f , was 

his reply. 'There was the wreck ; all the people from the v i l lage 

s tood on the beach, and all said i t wou ld be foolish to go ou t ; we 

never should work through the surf. We saw five or six men c l ing­

ing to the mast , making desperate s ignals . We all felt that s o m e ­

thing must be done, but what could we d o ? O n e hour passed , two 

hours , and we all s tood there. We all felt mos t uncomfortable . 

Then , all of a sudden, through the s torm, it seemed to us as if we 

heard their cries — they had a b o y with them. We could not stand 

that any longer. Al l a t once we said, " W e mus t g o ! " T h e w o m e n 

said so t o o ; they would have treated us as cowards i f we had not 

gone , a l though next day they said we had been fools to g o . As one 

man, we rushed to the boat , and went. T h e boat capsized, but we 

took hold of it. T h e worst was to see poor — drowning by the side 

of the boat , and we could do nothing to save him. T h e n came a 

fearful wave , the boat capsized again, and we were cast ashore . T h e 

men were still rescued by the D. boat , ours was caught miles away. 

I was found next morn ing in the snow. ' 

T h e same feeling m o v e d also the miners of the R h o n d d a Val ley, 

when they worked for the rescue of their comrades from the inun­

dated mine. T h e y had pierced through thir ty-two yards of coal in 

order to reach their en tombed comrades ; but when only three 

yards more remained to be pierced, f i re-damp enveloped them. T h e 

lamps went out , and the rescue-men retired. To w o r k in such con­

ditions was to risk being b lown up at every moment . But the raps 

of the entombed miners were still heard, the men were still alive 

and appealed for help, and several miners volunteered to w o r k at 
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any r isk; and as they went down the mine, their wives had only 

silent tears to fol low them — not one word to s top them. 

T h e r e is the gis t of human psycho logy . Unless men are mad­

dened in the battlefield, they ' cannot stand i t ' to hear appeals for 

help, and not to respond to them. T h e hero g o e s ; and what the 

hero does , all feel that they ough t to have done as well. T h e 

soph i sms of the brain cannot resist the mutual-aid feeling, because 

this feeling has been nurtured by thousands of years of human 

social life and hundreds of thousands of years of pre-human life in 

societies. 

' But what about those men who were drowned in the Serpentine 

in the presence of a c rowd , out of which no one moved for their 

r e scue? ' i t may be asked. ' W h a t about the child which fell into the 

Regen t ' s Park Canal - a lso in the presence of a hol iday crowd - and 

was only saved through the presence of mind of a maid who let out 

a Newfoundland d o g to the r e scue? ' T h e answer is plain enough. 

Man is a result of both his inherited instincts and his education. 

A m o n g the miners and the seamen, their c o m m o n occupat ions and 

their everyday contact with one another create a feeling of solidarity, 

while the sur rounding dangers maintain courage and pluck. In the 

cities, on the contrary, the absence of c o m m o n interest nurtures 

indifference, while courage and pluck, which se ldom find their 

opportuni t ies , disappear , or take another direction. Moreover , the 

tradition of the hero of the mine and the sea lives in the miners ' and 

fishermen's v i l lages , adorned with a poetical halo. But what are the 

tradit ions of a mot ley L o n d o n c r o w d ? T h e only tradition they 

might have in c o m m o n ough t to be created by literature, but a 

literature which would correspond to the vi l lage epics hardly exists. 

T h e c lergy are so anxious to p rove that all that comes from human 

nature is sin, and that all g o o d in man has a supernatural origin, 

that they mos t ly ignore the facts which cannot be produced as an 

example of higher inspiration or grace , coming from above . A n d as 

to the lay writers, their attention is chiefly directed towards one 

sort of heroism, the heroism which p romotes the idea of the State. 

Therefore , they admire the R o m a n hero, or the soldier in the battle, 

while they pass by the fisherman's heroism, hardly paying attention 

to it. T h e poet and the painter might , of course , be taken by the 

beauty of the human heart in itself; but both se ldom know the life 
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of the poorer classes, and while they can s ing or paint the R o m a n or 

the military hero in conventional sur roundings , they can neither 

s ing nor paint impressively the hero w h o acts in those modes t 

surroundings which they ignore . I f they venture to do s o , they 

produce a mere piece of rhetor ic . 1 4 

T h e countless societies, c lubs and alliances for the enjoyment of 

life, for s tudy and research, for education, and so on, which have 

lately g rown up in such numbers that i t wou ld require many years 

to s imply tabulate them, are another manifestation of the same 

ever-working tendency for associat ion and mutual suppor t . S o m e 

of them, like the b roods of y o u n g birds of different species which 

come together in the autumn, are entirely g iven to share in c o m m o n 

the j oys of life. E v e r y vi l lage in this country, in Switzerland, 

Germany, and so on, has its cricket, football , tennis, nine-pins, 

p igeon, musical or s inging clubs. Other societies are much more 

numerous , and some of them, like the Cycl i s t s ' Al l iance, have 

suddenly taken a formidable development . A l though the members 

of this alliance have nothing in c o m m o n but the love of cycl ing, 

there is already a m o n g them a sort of freemasonry for mutual help, 

especially in the remote nooks and corners which are not flooded by 

cyclis ts ; they look upon the ' C . A . C . ' - the Cycl i s t s ' Al l iance C l u b 

14 . Escape from a French prison is extremely difficult; nevertheless a 

prisoner escaped from one of the French prisons in 1884 or 1885. He even 

managed to conceal himself during the whole day, al though the alarm was 

given and the peasants in the neighbourhood were on the look-out for him. 

Nex t morning found him concealed in a ditch, close by a small vil lage. Perhaps 

he intended to steal some food, or some clothes in order to take off his prison 

uniform. As he was lying in the ditch a fire b roke out in the vil lage. He saw a 

woman running out of one of the burning houses , and heard her desperate 

appeals to rescue a child in the upper storey of the burning house. No one 

moved to do so . Then the escaped prisoner dashed out of his retreat, made his 

way through the fire, and, with a scalded face and burning clothes, b rought 

the child safe out of the fire, and handed it to its mother. Of course he was 

arrested on the spot by the vil lage gendarme, who now made his appearance. 

He was taken back to the prison. T h e fact was reported in all French papers , 

but none of them bestirred itself to obtain his release. If he had shielded a 

warder from a comrade 's b low, he would have been made a hero of. But his 

act was simply humane, it did not p romote the State 's ideal; he himself did not 

attribute it to a sudden inspiration of divine g race ; and that was enough to let 

the man fall into oblivion. Perhaps, six or twelve months were added to his 

sentence for having stolen — ' the Sta te ' s p roper ty ' - the pr ison 's dress. 
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- in a vi l lage as a sort of h o m e ; and at the yearly Cycl is ts ' C a m p 

many a s tanding friendship has been established. T h e Kegelbriider, 

the Brothers of the Nine Pins , in Ge rmany , are a similar associat ion; 

so also the G y m n a s t s ' Societ ies (300,000 members in Ge rmany) , 

the informal bro therhood of paddlers in France , the yacht clubs, 

and so on. Such associat ions certainly do not alter the economical 

stratification of society, but , especial ly in the small towns , they 

contribute to smoo th social dist inctions, and as they all tend to join 

in large national and international federations, they certainly aid the 

g rowth of personal friendly intercourse between all sorts of men 

scattered in different par ts of the g l o b e . 

T h e Alp ine C l u b s , the Jagdschutzyerein in Germany , which has 

over 100,000 members — hunters, educated foresters, zoologis t s and 

s imple lovers of Na tu re - and the International Orni thological 

Soc ie ty , which includes zoo log i s t s , breeders and s imple peasants in 

Ge rmany , have the same character. N o t only have they done in a 

few years a large amount of very useful work , which large associ ­

at ions alone could do proper ly (maps , refuge huts, mountain roads ; 

s tudies of animal life, of nox ious insects, of migrat ions of birds and 

so o n ) , but they create new b o n d s between men. T w o Alpinists o f 

different nationalities w h o meet in a refuge hut in the Caucasus , or 

the professor and the peasant orni thologis t who stay in the same 

house , are no more s t rangers to each other; while the Uncle T o b y ' s 

Soc ie ty at Newcas t l e , which has already induced over 260,000 b o y s 

and gir ls never to des t roy bi rds ' nests and to be kind to all animals, 

has certainly done m o r e for the development of human feelings and 

of taste in natural science than lots of moral is ts and most of our 

s choo l s . 

We cannot omit , even in this rapid review, the thousands of 

scientific, literary, artistic and educational societies. Up till now, 

the scientific bodies , c losely controlled and often subsidized by the 

S ta te , have general ly m o v e d in a ve ry narrow circle, and they often 

came to be looked upon as mere openings for get t ing State appoint­

ments , while the ve ry narrowness of their circles undoubtedly bred 

petty jealousies . Stil l it is a fact that the distinctions of birth, political 

parties and creeds are smoothed to s o m e extent by such associa t ions; 

while in the smaller and remote towns the scientific, geographical 

or musical societies, especial ly those of them which appeal to a 
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larger circle of amateurs, become small centres of intellectual life, a 

sort of link between the little spot and the wide wor ld , and a place 

where men of very different condi t ions meet on a foot ing of equal­

ity. To fully appreciate the value of such centres, one ough t to k n o w 

them, say, in Siberia. As to the countless educational societies which 

only now begin to break down the Sta te ' s and the Church ' s 

monopo ly in education, they are sure to become before long the 

leading power in that branch. To the ' F r o e b e l U n i o n s ' we already 

owe the Kindergar ten sy s t em; and to a number of formal and 

informal educational associat ions we owe the high standard of 

women ' s education in Russ ia , a l though all the t ime these societies 

and g r o u p s had to act in s t rong oppos i t ion to a powerful gove rn ­

ment . 1 5 As to the var ious pedagogica l societies in Germany , i t is 

well known that they have done the best part in the work ing out 

of the modern methods of teaching science in popular schools . In 

such associat ions the teacher finds a lso his best suppor t . H o w 

miserable the overworked and underpaid v i l lage teacher would 

have been without their aid ! 1 6 

All these associat ions, societies, brotherhoods , all iances, insti­

tutes and so on, which must n o w be counted by the ten thousand 

in Eu rope alone, and each of which represents an immense amount 

of voluntary, unambi t ious and unpaid or underpaid w o r k - what 

are they but so many manifestations, under an infinite variety of 

aspects, of the same ever- l iv ing tendency of man towards mutual 

aid and suppor t? F o r nearly three centuries men were prevented 

from joining hands even for literary, artistic and educational pur­

poses . Societ ies could only be formed under the protect ion of the 

State, or the Church, or as secret b ro therhoods , like freemasonry. 

1 5 . T h e Medical Academy for W o m e n (which has given to Russ ia a large 

portion of her 700 graduated lady doc tors ) , the four Lad ies ' Universities 

(about 1,000 pupils in 1 8 8 7 ; closed that year, and re-opened in 1 8 9 5 ) , and the 

High Commercial School for W o m e n are entirely the work of such private 

societies. To the same societies we o w e the high standard which the girls ' 

gymnasia attained since they were opened in the sixties. T h e 100 gymnasia now 

scattered over the Empire (over 70,000 pupi ls) , correspond to the High Schools 

for Girls in this country; all teachers are, however, graduates of the universities. 

16 . T h e Verein für Verbreitung gemeinnützlicher Kenntnisse, al though it has 

only 5,500 members , has already opened more than 1,000 public and school 

libraries, organized thousands of lectures, and published most valuable books . 
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But n o w that the resistance has been broken, they swarm in all 

directions, they extend over all multifarious branches of human 

activity, they become international, and they undoubtedly con­

tribute, to an extent which cannot yet be fully appreciated, to break 

d o w n the screens erected by Sta tes between different nationalities. 

Notwi ths tanding the jealousies which are bred by commercial 

compet i t ion, and the provoca t ions to hatred which are sounded by 

the ghos t s of a decaying past , there is a conscience of international 

solidari ty which is g r o w i n g both a m o n g the leading spirits of the 

wor ld and the masses of the workers , since they also have con­

quered the right of international intercourse; and in the preventing 

of a European war dur ing the last quarter of a century, this spirit 

has undoubted ly had its share. 

T h e rel igious charitable associat ions , which again represent a 

whole wor ld , certainly must be mentioned in this place. There is 

not the sl ightest doubt that the great bulk of their members are 

m o v e d by the s a m e mutual-aid feelings which are c o m m o n to all 

mankind. Unhapp i ly the rel igious teachers of men prefer to ascribe 

to such feel ings a supernatural or igin . Many of them pretend that 

man does not consc ious ly obey the mutual-aid inspiration so long 

as he has not been enlightened by the teachings of the special 

rel igion which they represent, and, with S t Augus t i ne , mos t of 

them do not recognize such feelings in the ' p a g a n s a v a g e ' . More­

over , while early Christ ianity, like all other rel igions, was an appeal 

to the b road ly human feelings of mutual aid and sympathy, the 

Christ ian Church has aided the State in wrecking all standing 

insti tutions of mutual aid and suppor t which were anterior to it, or 

developed outs ide of it; and, instead of the mutual aid which every 

savage considers as due to his k insman, it has preached charity 

which bears a character of inspiration from above , and, accordingly, 

implies a certain superiori ty of the giver upon the receiver. With 

this l imitation, and without any intention to g ive offence to those 

who consider themselves as a b o d y elect when they accomplish acts 

s imply humane, we certainly m a y consider the immense numbers 

of re l ig ious charitable associat ions as an ou tcome of the same 

mutual-a id tendency. 

All these facts show that a reckless prosecut ion of personal 
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characteristic of modern life. By the side of this current which so 

proudly claims leadership in human affairs, we perceive a hard 

s t ruggle sustained by both the rural and industrial popula t ions in 

order to reintroduce s tanding insti tutions of mutual aid and 

suppor t ; and we discover, in all classes of society, a widely spread 

movement towards the establishment of an infinite variety of more 

or less permanent institutions for the same purpose . But when we 

pass from public life to the private life of the modern individual , 

we discover another extremely wide wor ld of mutual aid and s u p ­

port , which only passes unnoticed by mos t soc io logis t s because i t 

is limited to the narrow circle of the family and personal f r iendship. 1 7 

Under the present social sys tem, all bonds of union a m o n g the 

inhabitants of the same street or ne ighbourhood have been d i s ­

so lved. In the richer parts of the large towns , people live without 

knowing who are their next-door ne ighbours . But in the c rowded 

lanes people k n o w each other perfectly, and are continually b rought 

into mutual contact. Of course , petty quarrels go their course , in 

the lanes as e lsewhere; but g roup ings in accordance with personal 

affinities g r o w up, and within their circle mutual aid is practised to 

an extent of which the richer classes have no idea. If we take, for 

instance, the children of a p o o r ne ighbourhood who play in a street 

or a churchyard, or on a green, we notice at once that a close union 

exists a m o n g them, notwithstanding the temporary fights, and that 

1 7 . Very few writers in soc io logy have paid attention to it. Dr Ihering is 

one of them, and his case is very instructive. When the great German writer 

on law began his philosophical work , Der Zweck im Rechte (' Purpose in L a w ' ) , 

he intended to analyse ' the active forces which call forth the advance of society 

and maintain i t ' , and to thus g ive ' the theory of the sociable man ' . He analysed, 

first, the egotistic forces at work , including the present wage-sys tem and c o ­

ercion in its variety of political and social l aws; and in a carefully worked out 

scheme of his work he intended to g ive the last paragraph to the ethical forces — 

the sense of duty and mutual love - which contribute to the same aim. When 

he came, however, to discuss the social functions of these two factors, he had 

to write a second volume, twice as b ig as the first; and yet he treated only of 

the personal factors which will take in the following pages only a few lines. 

L. Da rgun took up the same idea in Egoismus und Altruismus in der National-

okonomie, Leipzig, 1885, adding some new facts. Buchner 's Love, and the 

several paraphrases of it published here and in Germany, deal with the same 

subject. 

2 3 9 
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that union protects them from all sor ts of misfortunes. As soon as 

a mite bends inquisi t ively over the opening of a drain - ' D o n ' t s top 

there, ' another mite shouts o u t , ' fever s i ts in the h o l e ! ' ' D o n ' t c l imb 

over that wal l , the train will kill y o u i f y o u tumble d o w n ! D o n ' t 

come near to the di tch! D o n ' t eat those berries — po i son! y o u will 

d i e ! ' Such are the first teachings imparted to the urchin when he 

jo ins his mates ou tdoor s . H o w m a n y of the children whose play­

g r o u n d s are the pavements around ' m o d e l workers ' dwe l l ings ' , or 

the quays and br idges of the canals , would be crushed to death by 

the carts or d rowned in the m u d d y waters , were i t not for that sort 

of mutual suppor t ! A n d when a fair J a c k has made a s l ip into the 

unprotected ditch at the back of the mi lkman ' s yard , or a cherry-

cheeked Lizzie has , after all , tumbled d o w n into the canal, the 

y o u n g b r o o d raises such cries that all the ne ighbourhood is on the 

alert and rushes to the rescue. 

T h e n comes in the all iance of the mothers . ' Y o u could not 

i m a g i n e ' (a lady doc to r who l ives in a p o o r ne ighbourhood told 

me lately) ' h o w much they help each other. I f a woman has 

prepared nothing, or could prepare nothing, for the baby which 

she expected — and h o w often that happens! — all the neighbours 

br ing someth ing for the newcomer . O n e of the ne ighbours a lways 

takes care of the children, and s o m e other a lways drops in to take 

care of the household , so long as the mother is in bed. ' T h i s habit 

i s general . I t i s mentioned by all those who have l ived a m o n g the 

poo r . In a thousand smal l w a y s the mothers suppor t each other and 

bes tow their care upon children that are not their own. S o m e train­

ing — g o o d or bad , let them decide it for themselves - is required in 

a lady of the richer c lasses to render her able to pass by a shivering 

and hungry child in the street without not ic ing it. But the mothers 

of the poorer classes have not that training. T h e y cannot stand the 

s ight of a hungry chi ld; they must feed it, and so they do . ' When 

the school-chi ldren b e g bread, they se ldom or rather never meet 

with a refusal ' - a lady-friend, who has worked several years in 

Whitechapel in connection with a workers ' c lub, writes to me. But 

I may , perhaps , as well transcribe a few more passages from her 

let ter: 

Nurs ing neighbours, in cases of illness, without any shade of re­

muneration, is quite general among the workers. Also, when a woman 
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has little children, and goes out for work, another mother always takes 

care of them. 

If, in the working classes, they would not help each other, they could 

not exist. I know families which continually help each other — with 

money, with food, with fuel, for bringing up the little children, in cases 

of illness, in cases of death. 

The 'mine ' and ' thine ' is much less sharply observed among the 

poor than among the rich. Shoes, dress, hats, and so on - what may be 

wanted on the spot — are continually borrowed from each other, also all 

sorts of household things. 

Last winter the members of the United Radical Club had brought 

together some little money, and began after Christmas to distribute free 

soup and bread to the children going to school. Gradually they had 

i ,800 children to attend to. The money came from outsiders, but all the 

work was done by the members of the club. Some of them, who were 

out of work, came at four in the morning to wash and to peel the vege­

tables; five women came at nine or ten (after having done their own 

household work) for cooking, and stayed till six or seven to wash the 

dishes. And at meal time, between twelve and half-past one, twenty to 

thirty workers came in to aid in serving the soup, each one staying what 

he could spare of his meal time. This lasted for two months. No one 

was paid. 

My friend a lso ment ions var ious individual cases , of which the 

fol lowing are typica l : 

Annie W. was given by her mother to be boarded by an old person 

in Wilmot Street. When her mother died, the old woman, who herself 

was very poor, kept the child without being paid a penny for that. 

When the old lady died too, the child, who was five years old, was of 

course neglected during her illness, and was ragged; but she was taken 

at once by Mrs S., the wife of a shoemaker, who herself has six children. 

Lately, when the husband was ill, they had not much to eat, all of them. 

The other day, Mrs M., mother of six children, attended Mrs M — g 

throughout her illness, and took to her own rooms the elder child. . . . 

But do you need such facts? They are quite general. . . . I know also 

Mrs D. (Oval, Hackney Road) , who has a sewing machine and con­

tinually sews for others, without ever accepting any remuneration, 

although she has herself five children and her husband to look after. . . . 

And so on. 

F o r every one who has any idea of the life of the labour ing 

classes it is evident that without mutual aid being practised a m o n g 
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them on a large scale they never could pull through all their 

difficulties. It is only by chance that a worker ' s family can live its 

lifetime without hav ing to face such circumstances as the crisis des­

cribed by the r ibbon weaver , J o s e p h Gut te r idge , in his autobio­

g r a p h y . 1 8 A n d i f all do not go to the g r o u n d in such cases , they o w e 

it to mutual help. In Gut te r idge ' s case it was an old nurse, miserably 

poor herself, who turned up at the moment when the family was 

s l ipp ing towards a final catas t rophe, and brought in some bread, 

coal and bedding , which she had obtained on credit. In other cases, 

i t will be s o m e o n e e lse , or the ne ighbours will take steps to save the 

family. But without some aid from other poor , how many more 

wou ld be b rought every year to irreparable ru in ! 1 9 

Mr Pl imsol l , after he had l ived for some time a m o n g the poor , 

on 7s. 6d. a week, was compel led to recognize that the kindly 

feelings he t o o k with h im when he began this life ' changed into 

hearty respect and admiration when he saw how the relations be­

tween the p o o r are permeated with mutual aid and suppor t , and 

learned the s imple w a y s in which that suppor t is g iven . After a 

many years ' experience, his conclusion was that 'when y o u come 

to think of it, such as these men were, so were the vast majority of 

the w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ' . 2 0 As to br inging up orphans, even by the 

1 8 . Light and Shadows in the Life of an Artisan, Coventry , 1893 . 

1 9 . Many rich people cannot understand how the very poor can help each 

other, because they do not realize upon what infinitesimal amounts of food or 

money often hangs the life of one of the poorest classes. L o r d Shaftesbury had 

understood this terrible truth when he started his F lowers and Watercress 

Gir ls ' Fund , out of which loans of one pound, and only occasionally two 

pounds , were granted, to enable the girls to buy a basket and flowers when the 

winter sets in and they are in dire distress. T h e loans were given to girls who 

had 'no t a s ixpence ' , but never failed to find some other poor to go bail for 

them. ' Of all the movements I have ever been connected with,' L o r d Shaftes­

bury wrote , ' I look upon this Watercress Gir ls ' movement as the most suc­

cessful. . . . I t was begun in 1 8 7 2 , and we have had out 800 to 1,000 loans, and 

have not lost £ 5 0 during the whole period. . . . What has been lost - and it has 

been very little, under the circumstances - has been by reason of death or sick­

ness, not by fraud ' (The Life and Work of the Seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, by 

Edwin Hodder , L o n d o n , 1 8 8 5 - 6 , vol . iii, p . 322) . Several more facts in point 

in C. Boo th ' s Life and Labour in London, Vol. i; in Miss Beatrice Potter 's 

' P a g e s from a W o r k Gir l ' s D i a r y ' (Nineteenth Century, September 1888, p. 

3 1 0 ) ; and so on. 

20. Samuel Plimsoll , Our Seamen, cheap edition, L o n d o n , 1870 , p. 1 1 0 . 
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poorest families, it is so widely spread a habit, that it may be des ­

cribed as a general ru le ; thus a m o n g the miners it was found, after 

the two explosions at Warren Vale and at L u n d Hil l , that 'near ly 

one third of the men killed, as the respective commit tees can testify, 

were thus suppor t ing relations other than wife and ch i ld ' . ' H a v e 

y o u reflected', Mr Pl imsol l added , 'wha t this i s? R i c h men, even 

comfor tably- to-do men do this, I don ' t doub t . But consider the 

difference.' Cons ider what a sum of one shil l ing, subscr ibed by 

each worker to help a comrade ' s w i d o w , or 6d. to help a fel low-

worker to defray the extra expense of a funeral, means for one who 

earns 16s. a week and has a wife, and in some cases five or six 

children to suppor t . 2 1 But such subscr ipt ions are a general pract ice 

a m o n g the workers all over the wor ld , even in much more ordinary 

cases than a death in the family, while aid in w o r k is the commones t 

thing in their l ives. 

N o r do the same practices of mutual aid and suppor t fail a m o n g 

the richer classes. Of course , when one thinks of the harshness 

which is often shown by the richer employers towards their em­

ployees, one feels inclined to take the mos t pessimist v iew of 

human nature. Many must remember the indignation which was 

aroused during the great Yorksh i re strike of 1894, when old miners 

who had picked coal from an abandoned pit were prosecuted by the 

colliery owners . A n d , even i f we leave as ide the horrors of the 

periods of s t ruggle and social war, such as the extermination of 

thousands of workers ' pr isoners after the fall of the Paris C o m m u n e 

— who can read, for instance, revelat ions of the labour inquest 

which was made here in the forties, or what L o r d Shaftesbury 

wrote about ' the frightful was te of human life in the factories, to 

21 . Our Seamen, p . n o . Mr Plimsoll added : ' I don ' t wish to disparage the 

rich, but I think it may be reasonably doubted whether these qualities are so 

fully developed in them; for, notwithstanding that not a few of them are not 

unacquainted with the claims, reasonable or unreasonable, of poor relatives, 

these qualities are not in such constant exercise. Riches seem in so many cases 

to smother the manliness of their possessors , and their sympathies become, not 

so much narrowed as - so to speak - stratified: they are reserved for the suffer­

ings of their own class, and also the woes of those above them. T h e y seldom 

tend downwards much, and they are far more likely to admire an act of 

courage . . . than to admire the constantly exercised fortitude and the tender­

ness which are the daily characteristics of a British workman ' s l ife ' - and of the 

workmen all over the world as well. 
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which the children taken from the workhouses , or s imply purchased 

all over this country to be sold as factory s laves , were c o n s i g n e d ' 2 2 

- who can read that without being v iv id ly impressed by the base­

ness which is poss ib le in man when his greediness is at s take? But it 

mus t also be said that all fault for such treatment must not be 

thrown entirely upon the criminality of human nature. Were not 

the teachings of men of science, and even of a notable port ion of 

the clergy, up to a quite recent t ime, teachings of distrust, despite 

and a lmost hatred towards the poorer c lasses? D i d not science 

teach that since serfdom has been abolished, no one need be poor 

unless for his own vices? A n d how few in the Church had the 

courage to b lame the children-killers, while the great numbers 

taught that the sufferings of the poor , and even the s lavery of the 

negroes , were part o f the D i v i n e P lan! W a s not Nonconformism 

itself largely a popular protest against the harsh treatment of the 

poor at the hand of the Es tabl i shed Church? 

With such spiritual leaders, the feelings of the richer classes 

necessarily became, as Mr Pl imsol l remarked, not so much blunted 

as ' s t rat i f ied ' . T h e y se ldom went downwards towards the poor , 

f rom w h o m the wel l - to-do people are separated by their manner of 

life, and w h o m they do not k n o w under their best aspects , in their 

everyday life. But a m o n g themselves — al lowance being made for 

the effects of the weal th-accumulat ing pass ions and the futile 

expenses imposed by wealth itself - a m o n g themselves, in the circle 

of family and friends, the rich practise the same mutual aid and 

suppor t a s the poor . Dr Ihering and L . D a r g u n are perfectly right 

in say ing that if a statistical record could be taken of all the money 

which passes from hand to hand in the shape of friendly loans and 

aid, the s u m total wou ld be enormous , even in compar i son with the 

commercial transactions of the wor ld ' s trade. A n d i f we could add 

to it, as we certainly ough t to , what is spent in hospital i ty, petty 

mutual services, the management of other people ' s affairs, gifts and 

charities, we certainly should be struck by the importance of such 

transfers in national e conomy . E v e n in the wor ld which is ruled by 

commercia l ego t i sm, the current e x p r e s s i o n , ' We have been harshly 

treated by that f i rm' , shows that there is also the friendly treatment, 

22. Life of the Seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, by Edwin Hodder , vol . i, pp . 

1 3 7 - 8 . 
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as opposed to the harsh, i.e. the legal treatment; while every c o m ­

mercial man knows how many firms are saved every year from 

failure by the friendly suppor t of other firms. 

As to the charities and the amounts of w o r k for general wel l -

being which are voluntari ly done by so many wel l - to-do persons , 

as well as by workers , and especially by professional men, every 

one knows the part which is played by these two categories of 

benevolence in modern life. If the desire of acquir ing notoriety, 

political power, or social distinction often spoi ls the true character 

of that sort of benevolence, there is no doubt poss ib le as to the im­

pulse coming in the majori ty of cases from the same mutual-aid 

feelings. Men who have acquired wealth very often do not find in it 

the expected satisfaction. Others begin to feel that, whatever 

economis ts may say about wealth being the reward of capacity, 

their own reward is exaggerated. T h e conscience of human so l i ­

darity begins to tell ; and, a l though society life is so arranged as to 

stifle that feeling by thousands of artful means, it often ge ts the 

upper hand ; and then they try to find an ou tcome for that deeply 

human need by g iv ing their fortune, or their forces, to something 

which, in their opinion, will p romote general welfare. 

In short , neither the crushing powers of the centralized State 

nor the teachings of mutual hatred and pit i less s t ruggle which 

came, adorned with the attributes of science, from ob l ig ing ph i loso­

phers and socio logis ts , could weed out the feeling of human sol i ­

darity, deeply lodged in men 's understanding and heart, because it 

has been nurtured by all our preceding evolut ion. What was the 

outcome of evolut ion since its earliest s tages cannot be over ­

powered by one of the aspects of that same evolut ion. A n d the need 

of mutual aid and suppor t which had lately taken refuge in the 

narrow circle of the family, or the s lum neighbours , in the v i l lage , 

or the secret union of workers , reasserts i tself again , even in our 

modern society, and claims its rights to be , as i t a lways has been, 

the chief leader towards further p rogress . Such are the conclusions 

which we are necessarily brought to when we carefully ponder 

over each of the g r o u p s of facts briefly enumerated in the last two 

chapters. 


