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Dr. Bruce Alberts \'

President, National Academy of Sciences
2101 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washingron, DC 20418

July 31,1997
Dear Dr. Alberts,

We writing taday to seek your attention and action on a matter which has come to
trouble almost all of us working in the AIDS service field.

Qur concern is the continuing public campaign of Peter Duesberg to convince the pub-
lic, people at risk of HIV infection, and people already infected that HIV poses no
threat to them and that current treatments for the disease and recreational drug abuse
are in fact the cause of the disease. We have followed this debate for more than a dec-
ade and have yet to see any meaningful scientific evidence that supports this view. In-
stead, there has been a rapid accumulation of evidence in recent years that conclusively
disproves these claims. His views have long since ceased to be a topic of serious discus-
sion within the scientific community. Having failed to convince his peers, he has taken
his campaign to the public and directly to the people most vulnerable - young and
poorly informed people struggling with HIV infection. Most such people lack the sci-
entific training or experience in the AIDS epidemic to be able separate facts from the
fiction he preaches. He fans a natural inclination toward denial among young people,
in effect encouraging them to ignore a positive HIV antibody test, to cast aside the dif-
ficult behavioral changes required for safer sex, and to forego difficult multi-drug
combination therapy. Such a deceptively attractive package will always find a ready
audience when the truth is so much more difficult to deal with.

No one opposing his views wishes to discourage academic freedom, nor has this been
done in any way. Though Duesberg claims his views on AIDS are responsible for the
loss of NIH grants, other scientists say it is more likely that this is due to his lack of
contribution and publication in his own field over the last decade. The scientific com-
munity has already shown unprecedented tolerance for his behavior, perhaps in the
hope that the airing of his views would lead him to see his errors. This has not been the
case. Bur just as the right of free speech doesn’t sanction the person who yeils “fire” in
a crowded theater, neither does academic freedom provide blanket protection for icre-
sponsible behavior by scientists that adversely affects the public health.

Most troubling is the degree to which his campaign flaunts the scientific method. His
highly selective use of data is amply demonstrated in the lengthy review published in

1995 in Science Magazine by Jon Cohen. In this and in Duesbergs own recent book,

even the most junior of trained observers can see how he chooses to overlook or dis-
miss as “fraudulent™ any data that contradicts his view, while recklessly drawing his
own conclusions from frequently out-of-date or out-of-context data.
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[image: image2.png]A recent example of misleading presentation can be found in the attached ad announcing a public present-
ation. The venue is not some scientific forum of his peers but the Metropolitan Community Church, a gay
community facility in San Francisco. The ad, and the presentation it announces, is aimed at enticing an-
other generation of younger gay men - in whom new HIV infection is already running rampant ~ into see-
ing things his way. The ad hides his intent behind two symbols of scientific credibility, the Seal of the Uni-
versity of California and reference to his 1986 appointment to the National Academy of Sciences. The en-
tire text is deceptive, apparently written to make it to look like an ad for one of the many community fo-
rums held recently about the new AIDS therapies and research advances. There isn't a hint about the real
agenda, or how he will condemn the use of the new drugs and diagnostic measures that have given so much
hope and extended life to so many people. His only goal is to convince an unwitting audience that there is
serious scientific support for his view and that those who hold the conventional view are puppets of the
pharmaceutical industry and a conspiratorial research establishment. And he will no doubt convince some
of those present, likely hastening their deaths and setting the stage for additional new infections.

We are writing to you, chief executive of the National Academy of Sciences, because Professor Duesberg is
a member of your distinguished body, whose mission is to serve the public interest and guide government
on scientific matters. We are asking you to exercise leadership on behalf of the Academy. Duesbergs actions
are an affront to everything the NAS stands for. They mock your commitment to the scientific method and
to the principle that scientists should fight their battles in a peer setting with data and analysis, not with
public relations ploys. As members of the public aggrieved by his actions, we would like to propose a few
possible topics for discussion by the NAS:

1. Given a thorough review of his scientific and public behavior in the AIDS epidemic, should Peter Dues-
berg remain a member in good standing of the NAS?

2. Should the NAS issue a public statement, perhaps reaffirming his right to academic freedom, but con-
demning his efforts to sway the public rather than his peers?

3. Should the NAS broker a settlement with Professor Duesberg that would, minimally, restrict the pro-
motion of his views to the proper scientific arenas and, in the interests of the public health, prohibit
him from further promotion of these potentially harmful views to the public?

We would like to set up a meeting between yourself and several representatives of AIDS service organiza-
tions to discuss this matter in greater detail. I will call your office to seek an appointment.

Sincererly,

obsion

Founding Director, Project Inform .

And on behalf of the attached list of supporters
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1. Act Up Galden Guta, Oakland, CA

2. AIDS Action Committee, Boston, MA

3. APLA/AIDS Project Los Angeles, Log Angsles, CA

4. AIDS Roscarch Allisnce, Loy Angeles, CA

5. AIDS Service Cester, Pasadens, CA

6. AIDS Treutmont Initlatives, Atlantu, GA

7. Being Alive, Loy Angeles, CA

8. Ceater for AIDS Prevention Studies, UCSF AIDS
Resosrch Insticuts,

9. CRIA/Community Initiative oy AIDS, New Yuek,
NY

10. Criticat Path AIS Peoject, Philaclelphia, PA

11, Denver Buyet's Club, Denver, CO

12. FAWR/Founditlon for AIDS & tmmung Research,

13, Florida AIDS Action Couneil, Miami, FL

14, Krius Medical Group, Lis Angeles, CA

15. Multieultural AIDS Costitlon, Inc., Boston, MA

16, Praject Inform, Stn Peancisco CA

17, PWA Coalition Colorado, Denver, CO

18. Ruyeucch Suncruavy, Lox Apgeles, CA

19. "Rurolute: Dedicuted to Surviving HIV/AIDS"
Newslutiar, Denver, CO

20, Roheet Simith Madles! Group, San Dlego, CA

21, San Franciseo AIRS Foundarion, Sah Frunciseo, CA

22. Temt Positive Awars Netwark, Chicago, 1L

23. United Poundation for AIDS, Miami, Floridu

24. Wamen Ative, Loy Angeles, Ca

Individual Endorsamants

L. Alberto Avenduno, M.D., Exec. Dirsctar, Florida
AlDS Activn Council, Miymi, FL

2. Hill Bahtmar, Founding Member Act Up New Yark.
Cominunicy Advisory Bd. NYU, Ny

3. Rdn Buker, Ph.D., BETA Editor, San Franglsco,
CA

4. Gregory 8. Brint, C.E.O., AIDS Reneurch Alliance,
Lox Angeles, CA

§. Thoman J. Conrs, Ph.D., Prof, of Mudiclne
Epidemiology, Director, UCSF AIDS Regaarch
instityre, Center for AIDS Prevention Studles

6. Mare Cohen, United Foundutlon for AIDS, Miami,
FL.

7. Richard Cooper, M,D,, Kruus Medical Group, Lox
Angtles, CA

8. Jeft Gutty, Act Up Gotden Gate, Ouakisnd, CA

9. Michsel Goutieb, M.D ., Loy Angoles, CA

10. Lindy Crinberg, Presivent, RAIR, Lus Angaler, CA

!, Brendu Frafherg Chair, Bubitie Policy, AIDS Servies
Center, Pasadens, CA

12. Ruben Gamundi, ATDS Project Los Angeles/APLA,
Los Angales, CA

13, Rene Milet Hernaidez, Multicultueal AIDS
Coalltion, Inc., Bosion, MA

14, Richard Rong, M.D. Professor Pedistrics, Univ. of
Vermont Medical Schol, VT

15, Chud Kenney, Presldent, PWA Coalition Colorudo.
Denver, CO

16, Larry Kesslay, Bxse. Director, AIDS Action
Committes, Hoston. MA

17, lohn M. Kovaes, M,D,, Toronty, Oatario,
CANADA

18. Peter Kraux, M.D., Kraus Medicul Group, Los
Angeles, CA

19. Kiyoshi Kuramiys, Criticnl Path AIDS Project,
Philudeiphia, PA

20. Mary Lugey, President, Women Alive Los Angelss,

CA

Martin Markowltz, M.D., Adcon Disinond AIDS

Rerourch Center, New York, NY

22. Philllp Mathews, fixee, Director, Test Positive
Aware Natwork, Chicago, IL

23. Charles B. Prive, Exec. Directur, Belng Aliva, Los
Anpeles, CA

2.




